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INTRODUCTION. 



The following Extracts, from the forepart 
of Job Scott's Journal, and the closing ac- 
count of his Life, having often appeared to the 
Editor to be fraught with deep instruction and 
counsel, she has long wished a selection could 
be made, as a separate pamphlet, which might 
probably be read by some who have not perused 
the Journal. It is therefore submitted to the 
attention of suck, in an especial manner, with the 
humble hope that it may be productive of good. 
And if it should prove the means, under the 
Divine Blessing, of awakening the mind of 
even one young person, either in religious pro- 
fession with the Author, or whatever his age or 
outward denomination may be, the effort made 
in transcribing it will not have been in vain. 
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MEMOIR. 



Job SCOTT was bom in the year 1751, in the town- 
ship of North Providence, Rtiode Island. The following 

is his own account : — " My parents' names were John and 
Lydia Scott, who were accounted honest people, though my 
father made but little profession of reli^on ; my mother 
was more zealous, and attended Friends' Meetings when 
she conveniently could, taking me divers times with her, and 
I tliink, a few times, another or two of the children, though 
we were all but young ; for I being the eldest was but ten 
years old when she died. I can well remember the serious 
impressions and contemplations which, at that early period of 
life, and for some years before my mother's decease, attended 
niy mind as 1 sat in meeting witli her, and on the way 
home.! even had longing desires to become truly religious, 
and to serve and fear God, as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
did, and others tliat I heard or read of. My mother en- 
deavoured much to restrain us from being in the company of 
rude or vicious children; and would sometimes call us 
together, to sit in silence with her, and though I then un- 
derstood but little of the intent of it, it has since afforded 
me a degree of solid satisfaction, in believing the Lord 
had given her to know and partake of the sublime enjoy- 
ments and substantial benefits of true, inward, christian 
silence, and waiting upon God ; and that she was desirous 
we, her children, might, in our tender years, be made 
acquainted with at least some secret touches of that Divine 
favour, which I doubt not she felt and experienced in such 
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seaeoDB of retirement, and 1 have iincc had reason to be- 
lieve it was a real advantage to me, and tliat it has often 
been remembered to my benefit. 

I am Mly persuaded of the great advantage and spi- 
ritual usefulness to cliildren and others, resulting from 
frequent silent waiting on the Lord. I have seen lively 
and convincing evidence of it, even in children very young 
in years ; and fully believe the impressions of Divine 
goodness have been sucli to their minds at some such 
seasons, even when there has not been a word uttered 
vocally, as have lastingly remained, and powerfully tended 
to beget the true fear and love of God in their young and 
tender hearts. And O ! that parents were more generally 
concerned to do all they could towards leading their tender 
olfspring into an early acquaintance with, and relish of 
Divine things, best learned and most livingly and esperi- 
mentally sealed upon the soul, in a state of silent introver- 
eion, and feeling after God., 

I was told by some of my kindred who were present at 
my mother's death, that her departure was joyful and 
glorious ; and that very nearly her last breath was spent 
in fervent supplieatlons to the Lord her God — and, not at 
all doubting but her immortal spirit is at rest in Jesus, 
I now leave her, and proceed to a further relation of the 
exercise of my own miud ; having this testimony to bear, 
that almost as early as I can remember any thing, I can 
well remember the Lord's secret workings in my heart, by 
His grace or Holy Spirit, very sensibly bringing me under 
condemnation for my evil thoughts and actions, as rude- 
ness and bad words, though I was not frequent in the 
use of the latter ; for disobedience to parents ; for inwardly 
wishing, in moments of anger, some evil to such as offended 
me, and such like childish and corrupt dispositions and 
practices, which, over and beyond all outward instruction, 
I waa made sensible were evil, and sprang from a real 
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root of evil in me. And I am in a full belief, that in 
every quarter of the globe, children at an early age have 
good aud evil set before them, in the shininga of the light 
of Christ in their hearts, with clearncse and evidence suffi- 
cient to discover to them their duty, if they honestly 
attend to it. And though I am deeply sensible of the 
necessity and utility of much careful guardianship, cultiva- 
tion and instruction, in order to guard children against 
the corrupting influence of, example, invitation, and per- 
verse inclination, which abundantly and prevalently sur- 
round them ; yet I fear a great part of the tuition, which 
too many children receive, tends rather to blunt the true 
sense and evidence of Divine truths upon the mind, and 
to substitute notions and systems instead thereof, than to 
encourage an honest attention to the teachings which lead 
into all truth. — I am satisfied, if the teachings of men 
were never to thwart the teachings of the Holy Spirit, 
many tilings would fix on the minds of children to he evils, 
wliicb they are now instructed and persuaded are innocent 
and commendable. Indeed it is mournful to observe how 
many of them are bolstered up in pride, vanity, and revenge ; 
taught to plume themselves upon their supposed superiority of 
parts and attainments ; nursed up in the ideas of grandeur and 
worldly honour, yea, inspired with exalted notions of the 
merit of valour, heroism, and human slaughter. Many 
there are who put light for darkness, and darkness for light ; 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter. They call the Divine 
light, " which lighteneth everj- man that cometh into the 
world,"* a natural light, an ignis fatuus, or by some other 
ignominious epithet ; though the Scriptures declare it to be 
the very life of the holy Word that was in the beginning with 
God, and truly was God. There are many, who, under a 
notion of advocating the true cause and doctrine of Christ, 
strike violently against the very life of it; and will not 
• John, i. 9. 
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allow that the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal,* though the Scriptures expressly assert 
it ; and experience confirms it to those who rightly profit by 
the measure received. Many who have, from tradition and 
education, for a season believed the Holy Spirit, graciously 
vouchsafed them, was some very inferior thing to the true 
Spirit of the Everlasting and most Holy God, have at length, 
by yielding to its dictates, and taking it for their leader, 
grown wiser than their teachers, and been indubitably in- 
structed and assured that it was indeed the Eternal Spirit, 
which from their infantile days, strove with them, for their 
reconciliation with God, the eternal source of it, as it did 
with the old world, for their recovery from their corrupted 
alienated state. In regard to my own early acquaintance 
with the Holy Spirit's operation ; though I then knew not 
what it was, I have now no more doubt about it than I 
have about the existence and omnipresence of God. It is 
sealed upon my heart with as much clearness and certainty 
that it is the Spirit of the living God. And that it visits, 
wooes, invites, and strives with all, at least for a season, as 
it is, that God is no respecter of persons, and I as fully 
believe no man can have any clear knowledge of God or of 
his own religious duty, without the Holy Spirit's influence, 
as I believe the wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
God, and that the world by wisdom knows Him not. Yea, 
so quick and powerful, so discerning the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart, and so just and distinguishing in ap- 
proving and condemning them, according as they are good 
or bad, is this Spirit, Word, and IVitness in man, that not 
only imthout the aid of human injunction or information, 
but in direct dissent Jrom, and disapprobation of, the senti- 
ments, advice, and pressing invitations and persuasions of my 
playmates, and those much older than myself, and who con- 
fidently and repeatedly declared to me that such and such 
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things were innocent and not at all wicked, and that nobody 
thought them so but myself; the testimony of truth would 
and did arise and live in iny mind when very young, 
through the shining of Divine Light, or influence of the 
Holy Spirit. It manifested that those things were evil, 
were wicked ; and I thought, notwithstanding all those 
young persons could say to the contrary, that all good people 
would think as I did, and, I believe they would be generally 
BO accounted, if all men kept strictly to the Holy Spirit's 
teachings. 

But violence being done to clear conviction in the mind 
— evil habits gMU strength, darkness covers the mind, 
temptation is renewed, and tliough the Spirit again, in some 
degree, premonlshes, and bids beware, the mind, habitu- 
ated to the stifling of conviction, too commonly again 
rushes forward, and becomes more and more hardened and 
darkened, until what was at flrst plainly condemned as evil, 
by the unflattering witness in the mind, is at length main- 
tained to be innocent and sinless. This is the too usual 
course of poor mankind. 

Before I was ten years old, the workings of truth grew 
so powerful in ray mind at times, that I took up several 
resolutions, or at several times resolved to amend ray ways, 
and live a serious and religious life, though I was not one 
of the most vicious of my years, yet enough so to be made 
very sensible of the Lord's controversy with me, on account 
of the evil of my ways. My mind became exceedingly dis- 
quieted when I went contrarj- to Divine manifestation, tliough 
I had not yet a clear sense that it was the very power and 
Spirit of God upon me, that so condemned and distressed 
me for sin, and strove to redeem my soul from the bond- 
age of corruption. 

I now began to take notice of what I heard, read, and 
conversed about religion ; and among other things, I heard 
frequent nicntiou,in books and convfrjation,of tlic Spirit of 



Gud ; and that goud peupte in former limes had it in them, 
and by it learned the will of God, and were enabled to 
perform it. I perceived it was often spoken of in both the 
Old and New Testament, and many other writings: I un- 
derstood that true converts in these days also have it ; 
but like many others, I overlooked its lively checks and 
calls in myself; had no idea that I had ever known 
anything of it — ^longed to be favoured with it, but sup- 
posed it was some extraordinary appearance, different far 
from anything I ever yet had been acquainted with. 

O ! that children and people would be careful in their 
very early years and as they grow up and advance in life, 
to miud the reproofs of instruction in their own breasts ; they 
are known to be the way of life,* divine life, to the soul. 
This something, though you know not what it is, that 
checks you in secret for evil, both before and after you yield 
to the temptation ; warning you beforehand not to touch or 
taate, and afterwards condemning you if you do so ; and in- 
wardly inclining you to a life of religion and virtue — this is 
the very thing, dear young people, whereby God workcth 
in you, to will and to do ; and by which lie will, if you 
cleave to it, and work with it, enable you to work out your 
own salvation, with fear and trembling before him. Despise 
it not ; do no violence to its motions ; love it, cherish it, 
reverence it ; hearken to its pleadings with you ; give up, 
without delay, to its requirings, and obey its teachings. It 
is God's messenger for good to thy immortal soul ; its voice 
in thy streets is truly the voice of the living God ; its call 
is a kind invitation to thee from the throne of grace. Hear 
it, and it will lead thee ; obey it and it will save thee ; it 
will save thee from the power of sin and Satan ; it will 
finally lead to an inheritance incorruptible in the 
of rest, the house not made with hands, eternal 
heavens. 

■ Trov. vi, 23. 
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I entreat you, as you love your own kouIs, and prize an 
everlasting salvation ; I warn you, by the dreadful fruits of 
disobedience, by the pangs, remorse, and sufferings of iny 
own soul, for sin and transgression. Had I steadily obeyed 
the truth in my inward parts ; Iiad I attended singly and 
faitbftilly to tliis Divine monitor, my portion had been peace ; 
my cup, a cup of consolation. I might have rejoiced and 
sung, whereas I have had to mourn and weep. For as I 
grew to fifteen and upwards, in violation of clear inward 
convictions, in opposition to the dictates of the Holy Spirit, 
I began to run into company, learned to dance and play 
cards, and took great delight therein. I was often deeply 
condemned and often strove to stifle the witness, and per- 
suade myself there was no harm in any of these things. 

My father sometimes reproved me in those days for my 
conduct ; but sinning against Divine light and visitation, 
hardened me against his advice. I gi'ew more and more 
vain, proud, airj', and wanton. I put myself in the way of 
much evil communication, and it mournfully corrupted good 
manners. My taste for pleasure and amusement grew keen ; 
my spirits were low and languid when alone, and I rushed 
into company and merriment for alleviation. Thus I went 
on frolicking and gaming and spending my precious time in 
vanity. Often at night, or in the night, and sometimes 
near break of day, I have returned home from my merry 
meetings grievously condemned, distressed and ashamed ; 
wishing I had not gone into such company, and resolving to 
do so no more; but soon ray resolutions failed me, and away 
I went again and again, and thus continued making still 
greater strides in folly than before. The Lord followed me 
close, in mercy, and often broke in powerfully upon me, 
turning all my mirth into mourning ; yet I still got over the 
holy witness, did despite to the Spirit of Grace, and repaired 
again to my haunt of diversion and merriment. Sometimes 
when I have stood upon the floor lo dance, with a partner 
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by the liand, before all were quite ready, God has arisen in 
judgment, and Etnitten me to the very heart. Oh ! I aull 
feelingly remember his appearance within me, when none 
knew the agony of my soul. I felt ready to sink under the 
weight of condemnation and anguish ; but resolutely mus- 
tering all the stoutness I was master of, J brazened it out, 
until tlie music called me to the dance ; and then I soon 
drowned the voice of conviction, became merry, and ca- 
roused among my companions in dissipation, until time 
urged a dismission of our jovial assembly, and called me 
to return, often lonely, to my father's house, my outward 
habitation. Oh ! me, how it fared with me then ! I assiure 
thee reader, I have not forgotten those sad and mournful 
walks at the conclusion of my midnight revellings. I have 
been broken down in deep abasement and self-abhorrence ; 
have come to a full stand, stopped, and sat down on a 
Etump, stone, or log, by the way; wrung my hands, 
strewed my tears before the Lord, in sorrow and extremity 
of anguish, bordering almost on desperation. I have beg- 
ged forgiveness, implored assistance, vowed amendment, 
obtained some relief, and returned home in hope of reforma- 
tion. But, alas, alas I my resolutions were written as it 
were in sand ; the power of habit had enslaved me, and al- 
most the next invitation of my associates, overcame all my 
engagements ; the eagerness of desire for divertisement and 
pastime, broke through all the sanctions of vows, and vio- 
lated the solemnity of sacred promises to my God. I 
rushed again into transgression as a horse rushes into the 
battle ; again and again I took my swing, and drank ray 
iiU ; and again and again remorse and compunction seized 
upon me. Adored for ever be the name of the Lord, he 
forsook me not ; but followed me still closer and closer, and 
sounded the alarm louder and louder in my ears, There 
was in me an immortal part, which his love was towards ; 
the recovery of which, from the thraldom of sin and corrup- 
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tion, his goodness engaged liim to seek by mercy and by 
judgment, frowns and smiles, cliastisementa and endear- 
ments, and all in love inexpressible. 

Thus he dealt with me : when I turned at bis reproofs, 
he smiled upon me, and relieved my soul's anxiety ; but 
when I again revolted, his rod was lifted up in fatherly cor- 
rection. The still small voice was uttered in my dwelhng, 
as in the cool of the day, when a little retired from noise 
and commotion, Adam, where art tliou f There was no 
hiding from Him, whose penetrating eye no secret can 
escape ; and whose aim in reproving was only to save. He 
still reproved my wanderings, and pointed out the right 
way, according to Scripture declaration, " thou shalt hear a 
voice behind thee saying, this is the way, walk in it." In- 
deed the way was shown me ; it was often plainly cast up 
before me : hut I would not walk in it. I knew my Lord's 
will, but did it not ; my oion I still delighted in the indul- 
gence of ^Oh ! that others may escape my load of guilt, 
and may I say, my bed of hell, or inward tormenting agony, 
by a timely submission to the reproofs of instruction. 

Sometimes I spent nearly all the first day of the week, 
when I should have been at meeting, in playing cards, — idle, 
if not dissolute, conversation, and other vain amusements ; 
returning home at night in condemnation, and sometimes 
sighing and crying; and yet, through all this, the Lord 
preserved me from hard drinking, though often iu the way 
of temptation and solicitation to it. Swearing I also mostly 
refrained from. Jesting, joking, and vain conversation, I 
went considerable lengths in ; and sometimes joined the 
foremost in filthy and obscene discourses. Then again 
great shame and self-abhorrence would overwhelm me; 
again I vowed, promised, and renewed my covenant but all 
in vain ; I had not got deep enough, nor were my covenants 
made or renewed in the right ability ; but too much in my 
own strength and creatiirely resolutions ; so they were soon 
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brokmi. Somrtimes I Iield out a week or twu ; otlier times 
only s day or two. Tims time passed on ; and, with an in- 
creaEe of years, I found an increaning propensity to wan- 
tonness and dissipation. Hut blessed be the God of my 
salvation, he pro^wrtionatcly increased my sense of guilt 
and condemnation. 

I had seasons of very serious considerations ui)oii reli- 
gion. What instructions I had outwardly received were 
mostly in the way of friends ; but when I came near to 
man's estate, falling in company with some of the Baptist 
Society, I was drawn to attend their meetings in Providence. 
Friends' meetings were oftener held in silence than suited 
my itching ear. I loved to hear words, began to grow in- 
quisitive, and to search pretty deeply into doctrines and 
tenets of religion ; and the Baptist preachers filled my ears 
with words and my head with arguments and distinctions ; but 
my heart was little or not at all improved by them. I almost 
forsook the meetings of Friends, except Yearly Meetings 
and Meetings appointed by travellers in the service of the 
gospel. But when I went to these, oh ! how livingly I still 
remember the heavenly and heart-tendering impressions I 
sometimes received under the animating testimony delivered 
in the life of the gospel. Here my heart was helped though 
my head was less amused than among the Baptists ; however 
as I knew not clearly what caused the difference ; as Friends 
meetings remained still often silent ; and as I still wished the 
gratification of argumentative, systematic, discourses ; I 
pretty diligently attended the Baptist meeting ; and in my 
most religious seasons, I began to think of being baptized 
in water. For the head-work so far outran the /(enri-work 
during my attendance of these meetings that I became con- 
vinced in speculation, that this outward performance was an 
ordinance of Christ: though I have since seen, that it never 
was ordained by Jesus ; but was a fore- running, prepara- 
tory, and decreasing institution, and has long since done its 



office, and ceased in llie church in point of obligation ;ti J 
tliat there is now to tlie true church but one Lord, one fsi^^ 
and one baptism, that of the Holy Ghost, which can purify 
and make clean the inside. Oh ! my heart, my very soid is 
fully eatisfied in this matter ; having felt the living efficacy 
of this one saving baptism, and known its full sufficiency, 
without any other. 

What first turned my mind to believe the outward 
baptism a Christian ordinance was this one argument of the 
Baptists — " Christ commanded his disciples to baptize ; no 
man can baptize with the Holy Ghost, therefore the baptism 
He commanded was not that of the Holy Ghost but of 
water." This, at that time, appeared to me conclusive and 
unanswerable. But it was my ignorance of that baptizing 
power which attends all true gospel ministry that made 
me assent to this false position. " No man can baptize 
with the Holy Ghost." Man himself, in his own mere 
ability, I know cannot ; but I also know that of himself 
he cannot preach the gospel. The real gospel was never 
yet preached but with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
Heaven.* Thus the Apostles preached it, and thus alone 
it is still preached — and so preaching it, it was a baptising 
miniEtry. As they spake the Holy Ghost fell on them 
that heard ; that is, where faith wrought in the hearts of 
the hearers, and the living eternal word preached through 
the power of the Holy Ghost, was mixed with faith in 
them that heard it, the Holy Ghost fell on them, baptizing 
them into a living soul-saving sense of the power of God 
to salvation, -f- which is the true life of the gospel. — 
Thus the Apostles fulfilled the commission— they taught 
baptizingly. The commission is not teach and then 
baptize, as two separate acts. It is teach baptizing, — 
and those who livingly witness the gospel — the power of 
God to salvation, preached unto them, feel it, and receive 
• I I'el. f. 19. + Rom, i. 18. 



it bi, and only in " the Holy Ghost sent down from 
Jp/;ven." They are tauglit baptizingly, " in the demon- 
stration of the Spirit and of power.''" And no preaching 
has a whit more of tlic gospel in it than it haa of the 
Holy Ghost, the only true baptizing power. I had not 
yet fully given up.the motions of divine life in my own 
heart. My mind was too much turned outward ; and the 
preaching of those I sometimes went to hear who preached 
I their own time, had a powerful tendency to keep it 
mitward. Id this state of outward attention and inquiry 
I found nothing that could give me power over sin and 
corruption ; but notwithstanding all my serious thought- 
, Hilness, and frequent and ardent desires to become truly 
feligious, I still, once in a while, brake loose, launched 
mth into as great degrees of vanity and wickedness as 
and then again a turn of seriousness would come 
I oyer me. 

One time, under deep exercise, after reasoning and 

hesitating great part of a day, whether I had best give 

ap with full purpose of heart, to lead a religious life or 

not, at length I gave up, and entered once more into 

solemn covenant to serve God, and deny myself, aceord- 

j to the best of my understandmg. Almost as soon as 

I had thus given up, and come to this good conclusion, 

1 stepped the grand adversary, and perplexed and dis- 

, tressed my mind exceedingly with the doctrine of pre- 

I destination ; powerfully insinuating that a certain number 

r infallibly ordained to eternal salvation, the rest to 

mevitable destruction ; and that not all the religious 

a.exercises of my mind could possibly make any alteration in 

K*By final destination and allotment. I felt willing to hope 

t was a chosen vessel ; and for a sliort time these ideas 

M 90 crowded into my mind that I was even ready to conclude 

^Aat a God who is all goodness had doomed the far greater 

* I Cot. ii, 4. 
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part of mankind to never ending misery. I now view tte 
doctrine of unconditional election to eternal life, and 
reprobation to eternal deBtruction, with abhorrence. I 
almost marvel that, under a cloud of darkness, my rational 
faculties could ever be so imposed upon as to assent to so 
erroneous a sentiment. I know of no doctrine that more 
shockingly reflects on the character of the Deity. 

I did not, indeed, so drink down this false doctrine as 
to relinqubh my purpose of amendment all at once ; I lield 
out a few weeks ; when, mournful to relate, the influence 
of young company, and my inherent desires for ereaturely 
indulgence, through the tolerating influence of the aforesaid 
insinuations, broke through all my most solemn eng^e- 
inents, threw down the walls and fortifications, and exposed 
me an easy prey to the grand enemy of my soufs salvation. 
Again I took my swing in vanity, amusements, and dissipa- 
tion. This, however, was but a short race. The Lord in 
loving-kindness followed me with his judgments, inwardly 
revealed against sin. The prince of darkness also f(^lowed 
me, with temptation upon temptation to evil ; and with 
vsnous subtle insinuations and dark notions to rid me of all 
fear, restraint, or tenderness of conscience. At length, 
notwithstanding all I had felt of the power of God upon 
me, io reproof for sin, and invitation to holiness ; yea, 
though I had had some true relish of divine good, the holy 
witness became so stifled that I began to conclude there was 
- no God ; that all things came by chance,_and, horrible in 
the last degree to think of, I began to rejoice in the idea 
of unbounded, unrestrained licentiousness and eamality, 
and that I was unaccountable for my conduct ; not con- 
sidering that on my atheistical scheme I was unprotected, 
and had no more to hope than to fear ; none to look up to 
for defence and succour ; but must be lefl a prey to violence, 
uid all kinds of adversity attendant on this life. Oh ! ijie 
depravity of taste and inclination, as well as of under- 
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rtandiug, which I was plunged into. I wcnl on a few 
months after this much in the same manner. My days I 
spent in vanity and rebellion ; my nights frequently in 
horror and distress ! Many a night I scarcely durst enter 
my chamb«, or lay me down in bed. I have the most 
nnghaken ground to believe it was the immediate power of 
God upon me that thus terrified my guilty soul ; and that 
m the most fatherly goodnesE, condescension, and mercy, in 
order to prevent my going on to endless perdition, to whicb 
I Beemed to be swiftly posting. 

Day after day, and night after night, I was distressed ; 
the Lord setting my sins in order before me, and pleading 
with me to return unto him and live. At last I fled again to 
religious engagements for relief, betook myself to prayer, 
and cried to the I.ord in the bitterness of my spirit. Some- 
times I begged and interceded for mercy and power to 
make a stand and overcome sin, with such vehemency as 
if my very heart would break : tears gushed from my eyes ; 
my soul was overwhelmed with anguish, Oh .' young man, 
whoever though art that readest these lines, I warn thee, I 
beseech thee, shun such misery by obedience ; such un- 
utterable anxiety by cleaving to the Lord. Yet, after all 
this, young company, music, gamWing, pleasure, again 
rallied their forces, and had such influence over my resolu- 
tions as evidenced them written as in dust, though mingled 
with tears, with wormwood, and gall ; and I abandoned all 
again, to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. But God, 
rich in mercy and long-suffering kindness, still interrupted 
my career, disturbed my carnal satisfaction, and blasted all 
my joys. Once more a sense of just and holy indignation 
kindled up in my breast, for transgression and grievous 
revolt. Awfulness took hold on me ; amazement swallowed 
me up, I knew not which way to turn. The wrath of an 
offended long-suffering God seemed closing upon me on 
every side. I felt myself in thraldom, and almost without 
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hope. I knew myself a prisoner, anil yet I liiiggeii my 
cliaiiis. 

Thus I continued still in vanity and folly, with inter- 
vals of deep distress and mourning, a short space longer, 
that is, until about nineteen years old, when I beeame more 
fiilly and clearly convinced, and that very much by the 
immediate operations, illumi nations, and openings of divine 
light in my own mind ; that this inward something, which 
bad been thus long and powerfully striving with me, dis- 
turbing every false rest, confuting every false and sin- 
flattering imagination of flesh and blood, or of the gi'and 
adversary, and enjoining it ujion nic to give iip all, and 
walk in the ways of virtue and true self-denial, was the 
true and living Spirit and Power of the eternal God; the 
very same that strove with the Old World, influenced the 
Patriarebs, Prophets, and Apostles, and visits, strives with, 
and at seasons more or less influences the hearts of all man- 
kind. I now saw this to be the only principle of all true 
conversion and salvation; that so long as this was resisted 
and rejected, separation must infallibly remain between God 
and the soul ; but that, whenever this is received, and in all 
things thoroughly submitted to, a thorough reconciliation 
takes place. 

Some may think this doctrine robs Christ of the 
honour of our redemption and recondliatitm ; but I appre- 
hend none can think so who understand the doctrine of 
salvation by Jesus. It was through the Eternal Spirit, this 
very Spirit that visits and strives with all, that Christ 
oflfered up that prepared body. It is through, and only 
through, the influence of the same Holy Spirit, that any 
soul was ever converted to God, or savingly benefited by 
the redemption that is in Jesus. Whatever way, O soul, or 
by whatever means thou art benefited in a spiritual sense, 
it is by this Holy Spirit that is t'le immediate, operative 
power and principle within thee. 
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Having thus at length become livingly convinced that 
it was nothing short of the eternal power and Spirit of 
God, that so forcibly wrouglit in me, in order for ray deli- 
verance from the power of darkness and seduction, I gave 
tip to the holy requirings of God, as inwardly made known 
to me ; and clearly known were many things thus made. 
Nothing else could ever so have opened my mind and made 
known my duty to me. 

I gave up very fully to serve the Lord in the way of 
his leadings, I forsook rude and vicious company, with- 
drew into retirement, attending the meetings of Friends, 
and often sought the Lord, and waited upon him in solemn 
reverential silence alone, for his counsel, direction, and 
preaei'vation, and he was graciously pleased to point out 
and cast up the way for me, one thing after another, with 
sufficiency of clearness. First he showed me negatively, 
what I ought not to do in various particulars, breaking 
me off from my vicious practices and associations. This 
was JhrsahtTig evil. And then ho taught and enjoin- - 
ed me the practice of several things positively, wherein he 
engaged me to choose and cleave unto that which is good. 
I saw clearly it was his will, and my indispensible duty, rever- 
ently to assemble for Divine worship, and therein to iDait 
upon him, draw inwardly near unto him, and according 
to the Apostle's language, Jeel afler Him, in order to find 
and enjoy him. 

I also fount! it my duty often to wait upon Him 
alone in awful silent retirement, not approaching Him in 
supplication but when he influenced my heart thereto, 
with the true spirit of prayer and intercession. He also 
showed me that religion was an internal life in the soul, 
that great attention, sincerity, and punctuality were neces- 
sary to the growth and prosperity of it, that I must not 
be content with attending meeting and sitting in silence, 
though ever so reverently and properly. I must live 



conlinually in an inward watchfulness and dedication of 
heart, watch all my thoughts, words and actions, and 
know all brought to judgment; and allow nothing to pass 
unexamined nor wilhngly.unS^roved, and that I must 
observe the most upright honesty and eincerity in my deal- 
ings among men, as in the presence of God. He taught 
me that men generally rely too much on externa! per- 
formances, and thus guarded my mind against thinking 
too much of anything outward. He opened my under- 
standing to behold my duty, in regard to outward plain- 
ness, that a plain, decent and not costly dress and way 
of living in all things, was most agreeable to true Chris- 
tian gravity and self-denial ; that rich, show;-, or gaudy 
dress, house, food, or furniture, fed and fostered pride and 
ostentation, robbed tlie poor, pleased tlie vain, and led 
into a great deal of unnccssary care, toil, and solicitude, 
to obtain the means of this way of life and appearance ; 
that it could not afford any true and solid satisfaction, 
but must unavoidably divert the mind from inward, feeling, 
watchfulness, retard the work of mortification and true self- 
denial, and facilitate unprofitable association and acquaint- 
ance with such as would rather alienate the affections from 
God, than unite the soul to Him. Thus instructed, I bowed 
in reverence ; and as it became from time to time necessary to 
procure new clothing, I endeavoured to conform my out- 
ward appearance in this respect to the dictates of truth, 
in which I found true peace and satisfaction. Also, He 
instructed me to use the plain scripture language thou to 
one, and you to more than one. The cross greatly offend- 
ed me in regard to these things. This, of language in 
particular, looked so trifling and foolish to the worldly wise 
part in me, and the fear of ' the world's (bead laugh,' so 
powerfully opposed it, that it was very hard and trying to 
my natural will to give up to this duty. I thoughtif my right 
hand would excuse iny corapliaacc, 1 would gladly tiitrifjct it 



no 



rntlicr than give up to use such a dcsjiiscd langiiafre, and 
submit to be laughed at, as viewing religion concerned in 
such things as these. This may seem incredible to some, 
but it is true, and as fresh with me as almost any past exer- 
cise. This exersiae beset me day and night for some time, 
during wbicb I shed many sorrowful and bitter tears, plead- 
ed many excuses, and greatly wished some substitute might 
be accepted instead of the thing called for, but he who 
called me info the performance of these foohsh things, 
foolish to this world's wisdom, was graciously pleased to 
show me with indubitable clearness, that he would choose hie 
sacrifice himself, and that neither a right hand nor a right 
eye, neither thousands of rams, nor ten thousands of rivetH 
of oil, would by any means answer instead of bis rcquirings. 
If be called for so weak or foolish a thing as the words 
thou and t/iee to a single person, instead of you, nothing 
else of my substituting would do instead of it, for ' the fool- 

LishnesB of God is wiser than men.'* Let none dispute the 
ground with Omnipotence, nor confer with flesh and blood, 
lest therein despising the day of smalJ. things^ they JiiU by 
little and little. For be assured, O ! thou called of the 
I^ord, thou canst never become his chosen unless thou obey 
his call, and come out of all he calls thee from. If thou art 
aotjaithful in the little, thou wilt not be made ruler over 
much. Perhaps few will believe the fulness of heavenly 
joy which sprang in my bosom, as a well spring of living 
waters, after my giving up in faithfulness to this requisition. 
And yet this flow of DiTine consolation lasted not long at 
this time, for though I gave up to whatever the Lord re- 
quired of me, yet as I had ho long, and so stubbornly rebel- 
led against him, be saw meet, in bis infinite wisdom, soon to 
liide his face from me again, and close me up in almost utter 
darknes8,which rendered my days truly tedious, and my nights 
wearisome to my soul. I was fully convinced that God was 




J 



to be known inwardly in power and great glory, by tbose 
who obey liim and wait upon Jiim. Jly heart was inflamed 
with love towards him. I had seen a little ef his comeli- 
ness. He had become the beloved of my soul, the chief 
among ten thousand ; therefore I often retired alone, and 
in profound reverential silence, sought after him, and press- 
ingly solicited a nearer acquaintance with him. But he, 
knowing what was best for me, graciously hid his presence 
from me. And though this was a painful suspension, yet I 
could not be easy to give over seeking him ; I still 
continued my ardent silent approaches, or waitings : I wait- 
ed indeed, with all the reverence, humiUty, and solicitude, 
that my soul was capable of-; ~ but all soemed in vain. 

Ohl the mourning ajid lamentation, the distress and 
bitter weeping, that almost oonlinualiy overwhelmed me for 
several months togetlier, for the want of the soul-enhvening 
presence of my God. Oh I said I in my heart, will he 
never arise for my help and deliverance ? Well, be it as 
it may, I will seek him until my dying day ; my soul can- 
not live without him ; and it may be, if he hide his face 
from me until my last moments, he may own me at that 
solemn period, and receive me to a mansion of glory. 
This was often, very often, the language of my Jiearl, and 
under this resolution I pressed forward. 

I trust the wormwood and tlie gall, the sorrow and 
the sighing, tlie days and nights of anguish, wilt scarcely 
be forgotten. It seems to me that certain spots of 
earth, some particular fields and groves, will ever, while 
life and sensibility remain, continue to have a moving and 
afiecting influence on my miad, as often as I pass by and 
see them, or call them to remembrance. I think they must 
remain peculiarly distinguished to me, by the tears and the 
groans, the siglis and solicitations which they have been the 
silent witnesses of. 

Oh 1 my God, thou Icdde.it me through llic dtaerl, 



^H thou wcancclst me from the world, and alliircclst mc into the 

^H wilderness ; there thou didst liide thy fuce from me for s 

^H season, until the longingG of my sou] after thee were iti> 

^M tensely kindled ; then liftedst thou up my head and sjulie 

^M comfortably to me ; blessed be tliy holy name for ever ! 

^M At length the Father of Mercies having thus tried 

^H me, graciously cast an eye of compassion upon me, harkened 

^H to the voice of my distress, made bare his everlasting arm 

^H for my deliverance, gradually unveiled liis preseuce to me, 

^H and opened my heart to understand why he led me through 

^M so trying a dispensation. I now began to discern the mys- 

^1 tery of what I read in the history of Israel's forty years 

^H travel in the wildemcEs, ss also the voice of one crying in 

^H the wilderness. I began to see the necessity of the Lord's 

^H sending his forerunner, that the way might be prepared, 

^H and the paths made straight. I perceived much roughness, 

^H uncvenness, and crookedness had been in the way. I began 

^H to know, and in degree to love, the rod and him who hod 

^B appointed it ; and as the Master manifested himself more 

^P and more, I understood more and more of the mysterious 

ways of his working. 

AfVer some lime I had many clear openings respect- 
in'T the many trials, experiences, jeopardies, and deliver- 
ances of his followers in days past, and a hope was 
kindled in me that now I should go forward without meet- 
ing with such besetmentB and withdrawings of light as 
heretofore; for though the Lord still at times withdrew 
from me, yet as his return was not long after, and as his 
presence was much more constantly with me, I was ready 
to conclude it would continue with increasing brightness 
until I should be wholly and continually swallowed up in 
hia love- For as such a state was sometimes permitted me, 
I not clearly understanding the counsel of his Divine will, 
was apt to wish it for my constant condition, not then see- 
ing, as I have since seen, that it wa« far from being best 
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for' me to" enjoy a constancy of sunshine and fair weather, 
liven the outward order and economy of Divine Providence 
affords instruction, which often beautifully applies to our 
inward experiences. It is not all calm and sunshine. The 
Divine wisdom orders many and great vicissitudes and 
changes in the natural world, insomuch that perhaps in the 
most pleasant and flourishing season in the whole year, after 
a few days of clear shining and tranquillity, there arises 
a most terrible storm, with wind, lightning, and tremendous 
thunder, and it may be with hailstones scattered abroad 
upon the face of the earth. At other times, will high and 
rushing winds succeed the calmest day, or pinching droughts 
the most fruitfid season. Even the settled order and suc- 
cession of seasons is a continual revolution of day and niglit, 
summer and winter, seed-time and harvest. We have coM 
as well as heat, darkness as well as light, and cutting 
frosts as well as most refreshing dews, and a variety of other 
changes. AH this is in infinite wisdom and goodness, and 
displays to the discerning eye, the providential power and 
glory of the Great Superintendent. 

My soul hath sometimes been enraptured whilst I have 
viewed and contemplated the operation of his liand in these 
things, together with the situation of places, rocks, and lofty 
mountains, sturdy oaks, and tall cedars, rivers, lakes, and 
oceans, meadows, fields, and forests, deserts, and vasts howl- 
ing wildernesses, with the various inhabitants of both land 
and water, and over and above all these, the sun, moon, and 
stars, in their courses, and constellations of heaven. All 
these things, though far short of being sufficient food for im- 
mortal souls, and perhaps not beat to dwell much upon, have, 
nevertheless, aniniatingly affected my mind in the contempla- 
tion of them, and raised my soul in adoration to him who is 
the former of all things, and who, when he was pleased to 
answer out of the whirlwind, and awfully to interrogate his 
servant Job, for his instruction, was pleased to make the 
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wunderful works of his hand, and the excellent order of his 
government, the subjects of his demands. And who, 
amongst the sons of men, can read the solemn queries then 
uttered by the Divine Majesty, and not feel some tender 
emotions of soul ? Hast tliou commanded the morning 
since thy days, and caused the day-spring to know his 
place ?• — is one among the many solemn and sublime inter- 
rogations, by the wisdom of an all-knowing God, demanded 
of his servant, sufficiently declaring, beyond all hesitation, 
how infinitely exalted above all human comprehension he is 
in wisdom, power, and glory, as well as amply setting forth 
his goodness to the sons of men in causing the regular re- 
turns of day and night, and other wonderful successions and 
revolutions for the benefit and comfort of his dependent crea- 
tures. Bow, my soul ! adore and worship the God of thy 
life, who is the length of thy days and thy portion for 
ever. His works arc wondrous, past finding out, marvel- 
lous, and beyond thy comprehension. Thou seest in part 
the multitude and magnitude of liis wonderful works ; thou 
beholdcst a small part of the changes and vicissitudes attend- 
ing them, and yet, througli all, what excellent order, Iiarmony, 
and regularity is preserved ! Surely nothing less than his om- 
nipotence and omniscience could possibly effect or produce all 
this ! Thou seest he is faithfid in performing his ancient 
gracious promise ; day and night, seed time, harvest, &c. 
fail not. ' He said not unto the seed of Jacob seek yc 
my face in vain. 'f Nay, verily, the language of his com- 
passionate regard, on the contrary, is ' fear not, worm 
Jacob, I wUl never leave thee, nor forsake thee ; when thou 
goest through the water, it shall not overwhelm lliee, or 
when through the fire it shall not kindle upon thee.' It is 
as much in wisdom and goodness, that he sometimes, as 
it were, withdraws, hides from, and leaves his children, 
and then again returns gloriously for their unspeakable 
» Job xxxviiiMy. -t Isaiah xlv. IS. 
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consolation, as is the eitcceseion of darknesii and liglit, 
cold and warm seasons, in the outward. 

Many and varied afflictions are necessary to our refine- 
ment. Hence the place of this refinement is called the 
" fiimacc of affliction."* Through the purifying opera- 
tions of these fiery trials, the soul is gradually redeemed 
from the pit of pollution. It is a precious work of Divine 
power to hide pride from man ; and he who becomes 
thoroughly acquainted with the corruptions of human 
nature, in its alienation from God, ^vill find, if ever true 
humiliation and renovation is effected in him, that nothing 
short of the baptism of fire can rightly cleanse the corrupt, 
and humble the proud heart, of fallen man. Indeed, it is a 
sealed truth, that they who are without chastisement are not 
sons. All that the Father loveth, he chasteneth ; and 
scourgeth every one that he receiveth. My soul rejoiceth 
and giveth God thanks for the deep probations and with- 
drawings of his presence, as well as for the sensible incomes 
of his love, and arisings of the light of his countenance 
upon me. I see and own it needful to my growth in the 
divine life, as well as in order to my complete emancipation 
from the servitude of sin, that he should deal thus with 
me ; and it has afiorded instruction to my mind, that he 
is called in Scripture by the name of ' the Lord that 
hideth his face from the House of Jacob. '"I- Oh ! what 
panting of soul, what anxious solicitude for his return, takes 
place in all the true travellers, when he veils his holy pre- 
sence ; and how joyful is the lij^ting up of his coun- 
tenance, after these seasons, upon the drooping mind, thus 
prepared for the comfortable returns thereof! It is like the 
returns of clear shining after rain. 

Under the refining hand of God's power, whereby he 
thus humbled and abased my soul, I was g^ven clearly to 
see the need I should have of this excellent qualification, 
• Isai. xlviii, 10. t l3«i. vjii, 17. 



humility, in rny furtlier progress in religious life. I saw 
pretty clearly, in the midst of my deepest depression, that 
if I should be favoured vith unremitting tranquillity and 
Di^-ine enjoyment, I should be in danger of spiritual pride 
and cxaltalioQ. Blessed be the name of the Lord for this, 
among his many favours, that be taught me the necessity 
of humility, and forewarned, and therein fore-armed, mc 
against the wiles of Satan, which I afterwards became more 
fully acquainted with. Oh ! with what ardency of desire 
did my prayers ascend before him, that he would rebulte the 
proud Luciferan sjiirit, and appoint my dwelling in tlie low 
valley, where the grass is green, and where tbe flowers give 
forth a pleasant smell. I saw that on the lofty mountains 
often reign barrenness and desolation. 

My mind was almost constantly impressed in those days 
with the love and desire of deep humility ; I saw soraelliing 
of its real beauty, and craved it as one of the greatest blessings. 
0, said I, that I may put it on as a garment, and wear it 
forever; yea, even appear in it before my Judge, in the 
assembly of Saints and Angels in a future state ! ' Lord 
my God,' was then my language, and my heart now joins 
in it, ' suOer mc never to forget my tribulations, nor to 

* cease my supplications to thee, for the continuance of this 
' precious blessing ; let it be the first and the last in the 

* catalogue of my requests.' 

Thus the great Leader of Israel led mc on from stop 
to step ; not by any means through a constant and uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of his presence, but, which for mc has 
been far better, by frequent wiihdrawings, Btrippjngs, and 
deep-felt emptiness, poverty, and want, and that again 
and again repeated, even after large overflowings of his 
love in my soul, as a river overflowing all its banks. — 
Had he not, after such seasons of rejoicing, veiiod Iiis 
presence, and clothed my soul with mourning, I might, 
like ancient Israel, have *sung his iiraisc, and soon for- 



gotten his works'* But now, througli the many tribula- 
tions and wise turnings of his holy liand upon me, niy 
floul remains bowed, and to tliis day sensible of the 
tendering impressions of hia love and goodness. The 
savour of life is still fresh within mc. He has led me 
about and instructed me, and (with reverence I speak it) 
hath kept and preserved me. May I still be preserved, 
and henceforth for ever kept safe under his alKpowerfiil 
protection; walking worthy of the same to the end of 
ray days ! — Amen.**" 

"^ During a great part of the foregoing exercises, I 
had frequent openings and lively prospects respecting the 
Christian warfare, and the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven. I often believed, in the openings of divine light, 
that, if I stood faithful, it would be required of me to 
declare to others what the Lord had done for me, and given 
me an understanding of, and to entreat my fellow creatures 
to seek a habitation in that kingdom that cannot be shaken 
or fade away. This concern began to grow u|XJn me con- 
siderably, even to that degree, that I felt at times, in meet- 
ings, a living engagement to communicate somewhat to the 
people; but, fearing I should begin in that great work 
before the right time, I kept back. Even divers times, 
when I was almost ready to stand up, I have con- 
cluded I would keep silence this once more, consider- 
ing within myself, that if my so doing should be dis- 
pleasing to the Lord, he would manifest his displeasure to 
me ; but if I should presume to speak a word in his name, 
and it should prove to be without his holy requiring, or too 
soon, I should not only displease him, but also burden his 
people, and perhaps get into a way of speaking from too 
small motions or impressions felt, or mournfully mistake the 
sparks of my own kindling for Divine impressions, which 
might, in consequence of my giving way thereto, be 
* Psalm cvi, 12, 13. 
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BUifered to increase upon mc, to my groat loss in the sub- 
BtttntiBl anil divine life, if not to my utter ruin. In iliis 
guarded frame of mind I passed on for some time, often 
seeking to the Lord for counsel and direction in this and 
other concerns of importance ; and though I believe I 
might have publicly borne testimony in the name, power, 
and approbation of the Lord rather sooner than I did, yet 
as I was not obstinately but carefully backward, I seldom 
felt much condemnation for withholding. However, I did 
a few times find some real uneasiness on that account. But 
be who laid the concern upon me dealt graciously with me, 
passed by my little withholdings, favoured me with fresh 
and increasing incomes of Iiis love, and from time to time 
cast up my way with still greater clearness ; and, at length, 
in a manner so clear and confirming, as erased doubt and 
hesitation from my mind- In the fresh authority^ whereof 
I uttered a few words in our meeting at Providence, on the 
1st day of the week, and 10th of 4th month, 177*, I felt 
the returns of peace in my own bosom, as a river of life, for 
a considerable time afterwards, sweetly comforting my mind, 
and confirming me in this solemn undertaking." 

After speaking ofheing again " tried with various exer- 
cises and conflicts of mind, though still frequently favoured 
with the flowings of divine love," he had several times " live- 
ly impressions to say a few words more in public testimony, 
but still waited to be well assured ;" and adds, " the un- 
speakable consolation which I found on my first uttering a 
few words, and that after a considerable time of rather hold- 
ing back, than hasty procedure, had fully confirmed me 
that there is greater safety in turning the fleece, and well 
proving it, both wet and dry, than in rushing forward in 
the first operations or openings. The beasts allowed in 
sacrifice were to chew the cud and divide the hoof. 
Chewing the cud is a deliberate act— they chew and 
swallow, and chew and swallow again. The division of the 
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hoof being on the stepping member, shows the tlanger of 
taking a single step in divine services, without a clear 
division of things, and the way cast up in the mind. As 
I thus waited for clearness, not being, by once succeeding, 
encouraged to run too fast, I was favoured to know the fire 
of the Lord rightly kindled upon his altar, and to witness 
an offering of his own preparing. And I am well assured 
that such, and such only, are the offerings which will find 
acceptance with him. He never will reject these, any more 
than accept those of human obtruding. My second public 
appearance in the ministry was on the Idth of 10th month, 
177i, when I found a living concern to encourage a 
careful engagement before the Lord, out of meetings, and 
to press it upon Friends to draw nigh unto him from day to 
day, that strength may be renewed, and the divine savour 
of life retained ; lest we lose the living sense of what we 
often graciously enjoy in oui religious meetings. Life, 
divine life, attended me in this little testimony as in the 
former. 

I appeared but seldom in public testimony, and 
mostly in a few words at a time, and yet I have some few 
times been made sensible of saying too much, and for which 
I have felt more pain of mind than I have often felt, if ever, 
for withholding. However, through merciful preservation, 
I have seldom, to my knowledge, appeared oftener, or said 
more, than has tended to my own relief and satisfaction ; 
and, for ought I know, to the satisfaction of my brethren. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord my God ! I bow awfully 
before him for his directing and preserving presence through 
many deep probations. He hath been with me in the 
heights and in the depths ; has strung my bow, and covered 
my head in the day of battle. May I serve him faithfully 
all the days of my stay here, until I go hence and be seen 
of men no more I" 



At this time Job Scott kept a school for Friends'' 
cliildren, in the town of Providence, and having for several 
years believed at times tliat it might be best to preserve 
some account of his pilgrimage through the wilderness of 
this world, he says, " I row begau a more regular and 
constant journal of my exercises, and the Lord's graciotis 
dealings with me, than I had heretofore preserved. I had, 
before, made a few miuules of some remarkable occurrences, 
which, together with what was fresh in my memory, and so 
recorded there aa not likely soon, if ever, to be obliterated, 
enabled mc to write the foregoing account, and thus to 'iring 
it forward to this time. About these days (1775) I went 
through great discouragements and heavy exercises ; but 
was mostly enabled to hope and believe it was all for my 
good, and would tend, if rightly endured, to my furtherance 
and enlargement in divine things ; and, blessed be the name 
of him who led and supported me through them,' he did 
indeed arise for my help and consolation, even with healing 
in his wings ; and that, too, when I was almost ready to 
faint, and despair of his help, which made me hope I 
should trust in him, and rely upon him for the future, even 
in and through all trying dispensations. Indeed, it is easy 
to hope and believe we shall trust in the Lord when he 
shines upon us, and sheds abroad his love in our hearts, 
making us livingly to joy and rejoice in his presence, which 
was now graciously my happy experience : but, alas ! when we 
Lave again and again to pass through the valley and shadow 
of death, it is not so easy to stand firm, keep the JiiHh, and 
trust in God. My exercised soul has had large experience 
of these heights and depths, and knows that nothing but 
divine power can uphold us in times of deep probation, 
which we must pass through in our travels towards the land 
of rest. And oh ! that none may give up in such seasons, 
or faint in their mind. It is no new thing ; it is the beaten 
path, and all the Lord's ransomed must become acquainted 



with it, and travel in it, not taking tlieir fliglit in the winter : 
and as they thus stand firm, they will joyfully witness, in 
the Lord's time, the winter to be over — the summer to 
advance ; the time of the singing of birds to be come, and 
the voice of the turtle to be Leard in their land. Oh ! the 
panga and sufferings through which some have ivaited, 
again and again, for the return of these blessed enjoy- 
ments — these moments of refreshment from the presence of 
the Lord ! Hut none have ever rightly watted on the Lord 
in vain ; therefore trust in him, my soul, for ever ; for 
in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." 

After passing through much trial and conflict relative to 
the then existing war, on account of his own religious 
Bcmples^he remarks, " The Lord, who is ever attentive 
to the good of souls, and the exaltation of his kingdom, is 
on his way, and truth will more fully break forth ; right- 
eousness will come into dominion ; the mountain of the 
Lord's house will surely be established above all the other 
mountains ; but many of the called, through want of faith- 
ful attention to the call, may never become the chosen; 
nor stand immovable, nor triumph victoriously in the 
Lamb's warfare, I think I have seen in the light, that too 
many who have come forth in a degree of true heavenly 
beauty, and through the furnace, being in some degree 
refined, have afterwards loved this present world, delighted 
in its friendship, rejoiced in earthly accumulations, and lel 
go their hold on heavenly good. Alas, for these ! if they 
were but as diligent, watchful, and solicitous for Zion's 
'■elfarc, and to lay up treasures in heaven, as they are to 
gather something on earth, they would be sure to grow rich 
in faith and good works, and become heirs of the heavenly 
kingdom. These can never, so long as their rejoicings are 
so much in earth's enchanting pursuits and acquisitions, 
riglitly bear truth's holy testimony, or lift up its standard to 
the nation.*. Nay, nay : this state prepares them to beat 
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luperlitiai lifeless testimony; but very commonly lo reason, 
nrgue, and dispute, and that too, a* they think, very wisely, 
against the rising, spreading, and increase of the testimony 
and government of the Prince of Peace." 

Speaking of his practice " of waiting on the Lord id 
silent retirement alone" ho concludes the 3rd chapter of his 
Journal as follows : — " In these awful approaches, I beheld 
at times with clearness the kind hand of the Lord, in lead- 
ing me through many deep probations. I viewed his over- 
turning influence among men in these outwardly troublesome 
times ; and now and then my prospects were livingly ex- 
tended in great good-will towards the church in general and 
some places in particular ; with a living evidence sealed on 
my heart, that if I abode faitliful, I must devote consider- 
able time in the service of the gospel in my day and gener- 
ation. My soul, under the animating influence of these 
openings and prospects, at seasons, bowed in reverent pros- 
tration before Immanucl, God with us." 

After some engagements in religious service from home, 
Job Scott was married on the Ist of the 6th month, 1180, 
to Eunice Anthony, daughter of Daniel and Mary Anthony, 
by whom he had a family of children, but was frequently 
called upon to leave all, and travel to distant parts in the 
service of the gospel, for the promotion of the cause of truth 
and righteousness. 

In the year 1791, he was deeply tried with the loss of 
his beloved wife ; and gives an account of her peaceful close, 
and her tender care respecting him and their children. 
After which he appears to have passed through many deep 
probations. 

A memorandum dated 10th month 4th, says — " Jesua 
Christ is my only hope of glory; my only consola- 
tion in every woe. Oh ! I long to be wholly his at all 
times. I long to be able to say continually and truly ; ' my 
soul is even as a weaned child."* It is delightful to me to 
• Psitlm cx«xi. 9. 



•So 

feel myself like a child ; that is, weaned from what I most 

delighted in, yea, from much if any, rcmDining delight in 
any thing but the love of God shed abroad in my soul." 
In the following year 1792, he left home for Connecticut.' 
A letter to a friend seems here to claim insertion. 

" My Deae Friend, — I now feel in a good degree 
easy about my dear little motherless children. I much de- 
sired way miglit be made, and could not be satisfied until 
it was made, for them to be placed where I could be pretty 
easy, if even I should soon be called from this probationary 
state. I have now given them up to God, and their and 
my friends. May the Lord Almighty be their God, and 
bring them early into saving acquaintance with himself! 
May those who have them, have them as their own, and 
bring them along in the fear of God, whether I remain in 
the body or go hence ; whether I continue to live in that 
which has made my soul alive or depart from it ! The 
dear children have immortal souls to be saved or lost ; and 
whatever becomes of me, my soul at present, in tenderness 
and prostration, bows before the throne of grace on their 
account ; and craves almighty aid, and the watehfiil guar- 
dianship of their friends for them. I may again have them 
under my immediate care, or I never may, God only 
knows ; and to him I commit myself and them, and rest 
-"■Thy Friend, 

" J. S.'' 
On the Slst of Ist month he set out on the above- 
mentioned journey, and Slst of 3rd month opened a con- 
cern in the Select Meeting which had been about fourteen 
years ripening on his mind, to pay a religious visit to friends 
in Europe. On the 26th of lllh month, he took leave of 
his family and relatives and went to Boston to embark in a 
ship bound for Dunkirk, and after witnessing the Lord's 
wonders in the deep and a very stormy passage, he arrived 



L 



36 

theie the 5lh ol' lat month, 1793, and went from thence 
soon after for England, where he staid but a few montliE, 
leaving fur Ireland -Itli of Ttb month, and after attending 
all the Meetinga of Friends in that nation went to the bouse 
of Elizabeth Shackleton, of Ballitore, wbere he was taken 
ill of the small-pox. Much bodily suffering preceded the 
appearance of the complaint, and attended towards the 
close, but be was enabled to dictate and utter many weighty 
expressions. To his relatives and friends in America, he 
says — " Perhaps I never saw a time before, when all things 
not criminal were bo nearly alike to me in point of any dis- 
turbance to the mind. I do not know but when awake, and 
capable of contemplation, 1 nearly rejoice and give thanks 
in all. When I verge a little towards sleep, I am all alloat 
from the state of my nerves — but, through all, the soul 
seems deeply anchored in God, Many and painful have 
been the probationary exercises of this life to me. Ah ! 
were there probability of strength, how I could enlarge, for 
my heart seems melted within me in retrospective view; but 
all the former conflicts, however grievous in their time, arc 
lighter now than vanity, except as tliey are clearly seen to 
have contributed largely to the sanclilication of the soul, as 
Uiey are remembered with awfulness and gratitude before 
him who has not been wanting to preserve through them 
all ; and as they seem likely to introduce cither very sliortly 
or before a very long time, to an exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." 

" My own works I have long seen the necessity to 
cease from, and trust that, through the grace of God by 
which I am what I am, I have been enabled in some pre- 
oous degree, to do so." After giving some directions 
respecting his sons, he adds, " Let my children be engaged 
in some innocent employment, as much as may be, out of 
tlie way of a great deal of temptation, and if I had need 
to add it, out of the wa.y of very great accumiiijition ; and yet. 



through industry and perseverance moderately productive. 
My very soul abhors the idea that a Christian can ever be at 
liberty, whilst under the influence of heavenly good, to 
seek or even desire, much wealth ; though this disposition, in 
direct opposition to the life and doctrine of Christ, has gone 
far towards the destruction of true spiritual religion, I be- 
lieve in almost every religious society in the world. Alas ! 
if there is any such thing us the abomination of desolation, 
it is mournfully seen standing in ours, in almost every part 
of the countries where it ought not." "When speaking to 
the Drs. who attended him he said to this eflecl, — " I be- 
lieve my having the disorder and being here is in the order- 
ing of Providence. It is not given me to know the event ; 
but if there be a field of future labour for me to enter into, 
it is as possible for the Master to raise me up now as it was 
for him to create me at the iirst ; but I have no will in it I 
think." " I do not expect to have much lively matter to 
communicate in the coiu^e of this disorder, or that my 
strength will admit of it; but my mind is centered in that 
which brings into perfect acquiescence : tliere is nothing in 
this world worth being enjoyed out of the Divine will. It is 
his will that brings us into n state of existence, and it is for 
a purpose of his glory ; and if we have answered the purpose 
he designed for us, he has an undoubted right to dispose of 
us as he pleases." He expressed his entire resignation, and 
that he found nothing to stand between him and the foun- 
tain of everlasting love — said ho knew " many friends in 
Ireland loved him, and he loved them in the Lord Jesus, 
and desired to be afiecttonately remembered to such as 
might inquire af^r him!' His stomach refusing all nourish- 
ment and a hiccough coming on he said " do not force 
nature, let me pass quietly away to the eternal inheritance, 
to which I have no objection to go; and the sooner the 
better if the work be done. I have no wish to lag here. 
Il is a tremendous state I am in, as to bodily feelings. 
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tlioiigh the roiiid ia quiet." His oppression seemed to in- 
crease and in a liitle wliile lie said^" I am waiting pa- 
tiently to see tile Balvation of God ; do you wait patiently 
with me. I liave no desire, nor the shadow of a desire, to be 
restored. I hope the doctors will soon find out that they 
have done thir part. You have seen the awful progress of 
this disorder ; as to me it matters little, only present pain ; 
may the Lord release me shortly." You may tell my 
friends in New England, and every part of the world, that 
never did my soul bless the Lord on account of any worldly 
enjoyment, as 1 do now in the blessing felt by me to be 
contained in the prospect of a very speedy release." To a 
person who came to see him he said— Oh, Charles ! an in- 
heritance in the eternal truth is infinitely, infinitely superiot 
to all the enjoyments this world can afford; remember it as 
long as thou livest." In » while after, " I think I have 
not for several years past known much or any thing of boast- 
ing ; I liave known something of that law of grace whereby 
all boasting is entirely excluded ; but I may say through 
that whicli has supported nne under all the trials and con- 
flicts which have attended my passage through hfe, to you 
ray beloved friends as to dear children — Follow me as I 
have endeavoured to follow Christ Jesus, the Lord of life 
and glory, and the rock of my eternal salvation." Appear- 
ing in great agony, he called to his physician and said, 
" make great allowance for me, my distress is nearly as 
much as is supportable by human nature. Is there no pos- 
sibility of my getting any relief Oh .' the pain the inex- 
pressible pain of my lungs." On being told there was a 
likelihood of being very soon released, he replied — " If so, 
the Lord's name be blessed and praised for ever '.'" And after- 
wards added, " The desire of my heart is the consolation of 
eternity." In a while he said to a friend, " Guard against 
right hand errors and left hand errors ; let self be of no 
reputation ; trust in ihe Lord, and he will carry thee 
through all." 
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^aoa afler this lie appeared to be wvestliiig witti death ; 
but struggled little, considering I lis remaining bodily 
strength — he appeared quite sensible, and drew his breath 
gently shorter and shorter until seven o'clock on 6th day 
morning, Si2nd of 11th month, 1793. After which, says 
the account of him, he breathed no more in these regions 
of pain and distress, but ascended with joy to his heavenly 
mansion and the glory of an incorruptible inheritance with 
the saints in light. His remains were interred on 1st day 
24th of 11th month, in Friends' Burial Ground, at Balli- 
tore. The following piece of Poetry may suitably close the 
account of this dedicated servant of the Lord : — ■ 



Great God, thy Name be bless'd. 
Thy goodness be ador'd ; 

My soul has been dietresa'd. 
But thou hast peace restor'd. 

A thankful heart J feel. 

In peace my mind is staid ; 

Balsamic ointmcDts heal 
The wounds hy sorrow made. 

Though elements coiitenil. 
Though mind and waters rage 

I've an unshaken friend. 
Who doth my grief aaauage. 

Though storms without arise. 
Emblems of those within ; 

On Christ my soul relies. 
The sacrifice for un. 

Though inward storms prevail. 

Afflicting to endure ; 
I've help that cannot fail. 
In Him that's ever sure. 
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Though outward war and atriie. 

Prevail from sea to sea ; 
I've peace ih inward Life, 

And that sufficeth me. 

Though clamour rear its head, 
And stalk from shore to shore; 

My food is angel's hread: 
Wli&t can I covet more ? 

Though ill reports abound, 

Suspicions' and surmise ; 
I find, and oft have found, 

In death true comfort lies: 

That death I mean, whereby 
Self-love and will are slain; 

For these the more they die. 
The more the Lamb doth reign. 

And wcll-assur\l I am, 
True peace is only known. 

Where He, the harmleps Lamb, 
Has made the heart his throne. 

Then, then may tempests ragc^ 
Cannon may roar in vain ; 

The Rock of every age. 

The Lamb, the Lamb doth reign. 
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